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a very devoted uncle to them all. He was very tall, with blue 
eyes and light hair, and a very intelligent countenance. 

Our dear old county was settled mostly by "English Cavaliers," 
from among the most aristocratic of whom I have traced our 
lineage, in which, as you will have seen, there has not even been 
a misalliance, although, of course, in the collateral branches of 
so large a connection, there have been many. It is this certainty 
of position that has always preserved our family from servility 
or assumption, and distinguished them for courtesy of manners, 
alike to rich and poor. L. A. P. 



MUNFOED WILLS.* 
Will oe Col. William Greene Munford. 

In the name of God, Amen ! I, William Greene Munford, of 
the County of Charles City, and the Parish of Westover, being 
of sound mind, and believing in the uncertainty of this mortal 
life, and how necessary it is that my Estate with which it has 
pleased the Supreme ruler of all things to endow me, should 
equitably be disposed of after my death, do make and ordain this 
instrument of writing my last Will and Testament. 

First: I commit my soul to God, the fountain from which 
that and all things originated, most humbly imploring him, that 
by his tender mercy and through the merits of my blessed Be- 
deemer Jesus Christ, he will receive it into the regions of Eter- 
nal bliss. 

And as to my Estate, both Eeal and personal, the disposition 
of it shall be in manner following, that is to say: I give and 
bequeath unto my four sons, Eobert, John, Stanhope, and Wm. 
Green, all my lands wheresoever I may hold them, to be equally 
divided between them, not as joint tenants, nor tenants in com- 
mon, but to them severally and their heirs forever. Giving my 
son Eobert his choice of the lots of land when laid off. Item, 
My will and desire is that the rest of my Estate of whatsoever 
kind may be sold by my Executor, hereafter named, out of 

* The original copies of these wills were furnished me by Mrs. M. M. 
Taliaferro, of Gloucester county. As they are not now to be found on 
record in Charles City county, I deem it well to publish them. 
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which sale my debts shall be paid (applying in aid thereof those 
debts due me), my children maintained and educated — and the 
balance to be equally divided between my four sons before- 
mentioned, and my daughters, Mary Lightfoot and Elizabeth, 
to them and their heirs forever. To be paid to them when they 
severally arrive at the age of twenty years or marry. I desire 
that Cook, Paul & Eachel be valued when the Estate is sold, 
and delivered to my daughter Mary, who shall have an absolute 
right to them, and their value shall be deducted from her por- 
tion aforesaid. I desire that my Executor may pay to Eebecca 
Moony the sum of twelve pounds in full of all demands she may 
have against me. It is my desire that my Executor hereafter 
named shall be allowed, at passing accounts, full and ample 
satisfaction for his trouble and expense in the execution of this 
my will, and that he be not required to appraise my Estate. 
Lastly, I nominate my friend the Hon'ble John Tyler, Esq., 
whole and sole Executor of this my Will with full power to edu- 
cate and bring up my children as to him shall seem best. 

In witness whereof I have put my hand and seal this twenty- 
eighth day of February, one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
six. Wm. G. Munfoed (Seal). 
Signed, Sealed and acknowledged in presence of 

John Gregory 

Jno. Marston, Jr., 

S. Harwood. 

At a Court held for Charles City County, Wednesday, the 3 ra 
day of May, 1786, the aforesaid written last Will and testa- 
ment of William Greene Munford, Gen*., deceased, was pre- 
sented in Court by John Tyler, Esq., the executor therein named, 
proved by the witnesses thereto, and ordered to be recorded. 
And upon the motion of the said Executor, and making oath 
thereto according to Law, certificate is granted him obtaining a 
Probate thereof in due form. Whereupon he, together with 
Henry Southall and Pleasa* Cocke, his securities entered into 
and acknowledged their bond in the penalty of three thousand 
pounds, conditional as the law directs — and the same is hereby 
recorded. 

Teste, Peter Eoyster, C. C. C. 

A Copy. Teste, Eo. W. Christian, Co. Com r . 
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Will of Robert Munford. 

I, Robert Munford, of Charles City County, do make this my 
last will and testament in manner following. Imprimis : I lend 
to my wife during her widowhood the use of all my Estate, both 
real and personal, for her and my children's maintenance. But 
if my wife should marry, I, in that event, give her all my house- 
hold & kitchen furniture, plantation utensils, and stocks of 
every kind forever, and the use of one-third of my negroes dur- 
ing life. 

Item. I bequeath unto my sons Samuel & Robert all my 
estate, both Real & personal, at the death of their mother, should 
she die my widow, but in case she married, I then give my said 
sons all my Real & Personal Estate (except what I have above 
given to, their mother in the event of her marriage to them, & 
to their heirs forever. But whereas my wife is now with child, 
my Will therefore is, that the child share an equal part of my 
Estate with my last two sons. And if either of my children 
should die under age and not married, I desire that their part 
of my Estate be and descend to the survivor or survivors. And 
if all my children should die under age and not married, I give 
all my estate unto my wife, to her and her heirs forever. She 
paying my sister Elizabeth Munford five hundred dollars in 
cash. I especially direct that my sons be brought up to some 
profession or trade, to attain which (should it be found neces- 
sary) I hereby authorize and empower the guardian of either 
of my sons to dispose of his part of my Estate provided he be- 
comes entitled during his minority to any separate. I appoint 
my wife the guardian of my children until they arrive at the age 
of fourteen years. 

I calculate that the fees due me as Clerk for the present year 
and my other debts are more than sufficient to answer my con- 
tracts, but should it be found otherwise I authorize my Execu- 
trix hereafter named to dispose of any part of my personal 
estate she may think proper. 

I constitute and appoint my wife my whole and sole Execu- 
trix of this my last Will and Testament, revoking all other Wills 
by me heretofore made. 

I direct that my Estate shall not be appraised, and that my 
Executrix be permitted to qualify as such without giving se- 
curity. 
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I declare the foregoing Will to be wholly written by myself. 

In further evidence whereof, I hereunto set my hand and 
seal this twelfth day of December, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-nine. 

Ko. Munford (Seal). 

At a quarterly Court continued and held for Charles City 
County at the Court-house, on Monday, the 24th day of March, 
1800, the aforesaid last Will and Testament of Eobert Munford, 
dec'd, was put into Court by Margaret Munford, the Executrix 
therein named, and there being no witnesses to the said Will, 
William Christian, John Tyler, and Sam Tyler severally deposed 
that they were well acquainted with the testator's handwriting, 
and verily believe that the said Will, and the name thereto sub- 
scribed, are all of the testator's handwriting. Whereupon the 
said Will is ordered to be recorded. And on the motion of the 
said Executrix, who made oath as the Law directs, and entered 
into and acknowledged her bond in the penalty of ten thousand 
dollars, conditioned as the law directs (the testator directing 
there should be no security required of her) certificate is granted 
her for obtaining a Probate in due form. 

Teste, Wyatt Walker, C. C. C. 

A Copy. Teste, Eo. W. Christian, Co. Com r . 

Note. 

Papers in a suit in chancery, Eoss, Dunlop's admr., vs. Tyler, exor. 
of Samuel Harwood's estate, show the following facts: James Dunlop, 
of Glasgow, merchant, removed to Nansemond county, Va., in 1766. 
His agent, previous to his removal, was John Woddrop, Sr., who died 
about 1765 in Nansemond county. James Dunlop was "regarded and 
treated during the Revolution as a British subject, and prisoner on 
Parole," and on this account and on account of the papers belonging to 
the office of Nansemond County Court having been carried to North 
Carolina for security's sake, no judgment was entered on an award ob- 
tained against John Woddrop's estate for a sum of money. After his 
death in 1757, William Eoss, as his admr., sued for the debt. Prom this 
suit it appears that John Woddrop left a widow, Anne, who married one 
Edmunds, and six children: John, the executor, who died in 1774, leav- 
ing son John, who died in 1799; Alexander, who d. s. p.; Mary Ann, 
who married John Perrin, and had Elizabeth, who married ( 1 ) Thomas 
Page, (2) Michie, of Staunton, but left no issue (her picture at "Ex- 
change," in Gloucester) ; Elizabeth, who married Thomas Smith; Mar- 
garet, who married Maj. Samuel Harwood, of Charles City county; Ann, 
who married David Dick; Lillias, who married Eix Lawrence. Samuel 
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Harwood left three children: Ann, who married Thomas Lewis, of 
Gloucester; Agnes, who married his brother, Fielding Lewis, and Mar- 
garet W., who married Robert Munford. 

Mrs. M. M. Taliaferro, a granddaughter of Robert Munford, writes 
in 1895 : "My grandfather lived in Charles City county, and his residence 
was called Clifton, and after his death my grandmother removed to 
Belle Farm, Gloucester county, at which place her sons Samuel and 
Robert died and lie buried. Belle Farm was owned at the time she re- 
moved there by her brother-in-law, Mr. Fielding Lewis, and my grand- 
mother continued to reside there with her daughter and only remaining 
child, Margaret Ann Munford, until that daughter (who was my 
mother) married Mr. John Sinclair, my father, when she went to live 
with them at Shabby Hall, which my father afterwards sold to Mr. 
Robert C. Selden, whose widow still resides there, as you know." 

Shabby Hall is now known as "Sherwood." 

Mary Lightfoot, wife of John Lightfoot, of James City (Quarterly, 
II., p. 207 ) , was Mary Munford, daughter of Col. William Green Mun- 
ford. 

The following is an abstract of a will recorded in York county: 

"Will of John Walker, proved April, 1799. Names sons John Mun- 
ford Walker and Thomas Walker, daughter Tabitha Lightfoot Walker, 
and exors. Robert Munford and Nicholas Lightfoot." John Walker's 
wife was probably a daughter of John Lightfoot and Mary Munford. 

William Greene Munford was one of the Revolutionary Committee 
for Charles City county in 1775, and Robert Munford, his son, was clerk 
of the county. 



EUSSELL—EEADE— HARWOOD— HOWARD, Etc., OP 
YORK COUNTY. 

[From an old Bible in the possession of the family of the late George W. 
Smith, of York county.] 

Elizabeth, daughter of John & Sarah Eeade, was born July 4, 
1751, and died March 4, 1777. 

Hinde Russell was married to Sarah Reade January 11, 1756. 

Ann, daughter of the said Hinde & Sarah Russell, was born 
Nov. 1st, & baptized Dec. 12, 1756, and died July 16, 1757. 

Sarah, daughter of the said Hinde & Sarah, born May 8th, & 
baptized July 9, 1753; died 24 January, 1815.* 

* Sarah Russell married Edward Calthorpe Howard, son of Col. 
Henry Howard and Frances Calthorpe, which last was descended from 
the ancient family of the Calthorpes of County Norfolk, England. They 
had issue Edward Calthorpe Howard, who married Mary Hunt. (Mary 
Hunt married five times — Lovett, Chisman, Howard, Jones, and Leven 
Smith.) Mary Howard, daughter of Edward Calthorpe Howard and 



